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           President’s Message 
 
It’s that time of the year again - - - time to make sure 
you have sent in your request for tickets to our annual 
reunion luncheon.  Doesn’t time pass in a hurry these 

days?  It seems such a short time ago we were 
lighting candles for our members who had passed 
away since the 2011 luncheon; and now we will be 
again lighting more candles than we would have 
wanted.  We have lost and continue to lose old time 
Pearlanders at a rapid rate.  We always have quite a 
number of out of town guests at the luncheon.  It is a 
disappointment to them if they don’t get to see a local 

old timer who didn’t come to the luncheon. So - - if 
you don’t have your ticket yet, there is still plenty of 
time.  Just fill out the application form attached to the 
Newsletter and send it in.  
 
Our luncheon also brings about a lot of reminiscing 
about earlier days in old Pearland and a lot of 
“remember when” conversations.  Further in the 
Newsletter you will find Brenda Martin Riggs’ 
“Memories of Pearland”.  Brenda, whose family 
history goes back to the very early days of Pearland, 
served as Secretary of our Historical Society for 
about 17 years. Also Liddie Bradley Henderson sent 
her memories of her earlier days in Pearland.  Their 
stories will evoke a lot of conversations at the 
luncheon. 
 
It is always nice in September to look forward to 
cooler weather in late October and to visiting with 
long time friends at our luncheon October 26th.  
 
                     Mickey Mark  
 

                    
                    What’s Happening  
 
The “work group” continues to meet most 
Wednesday nights to complete the historical time 
line on the west wall of the main room and the school 
history in pictures on the east wall.  By the time this 
newsletter gets in the mail, Karen Corron will 
probably have the school photo history completed.  
Carl Talbot continues to work on the timeline with 
help from Ray Kliesing manning the computer.  
Luther Cunningham, Corky Segelquist, and I 
continue to supply “old time Pearland” information 
(mostly from memory). 
 
The Texas Historical Marker for “Hunter Park” 
on Orange Street is being made at the factory, and 
should be shipped sometime in September or 
October.  We will be working with the Pearland 
Parks and Recreation Dept. to schedule a 
dedication ceremony.   
 
Luncheon invitations were sent to members of the 
PHS graduating class of 1963, the class which is to 
be honored at our luncheon.  So far we have only had 
replies from  Tony Lively, Doris Blumer Fontaine, 
Jeanette Miller Kowis, E. R. Milstead, Ronnie 
Johnson and Arthur Guice  indicating they would 
be attending.  Hopefully we will be getting more 
positive responses as we near the luncheon date. 
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       Among our Members 
 
Society Member Wanda Shannon Jamison passed 
away at the end of July.  Wanda had been going 
through some really tough health problems.  She had 
just transferred to Windsong Nursing Home from 
Colonial Oaks Home shortly before her death.  
Wanda loved to give and receive information about 
old time Pearland friends.  Our sympathies go out to 
all of her family.  

      
       Wanda and Quinton Jamison at Zychlinski 
         Park Dedication Ceremony 
 
On September 3rd Society Member Dr. John 
Massey passed away after being in hospice for a few 
weeks.  John had suffered from Parkinson’s disease; 
and in spite of declining health he always enjoyed our 
Historical Society luncheons and visiting with old 
friends.  Even when John could barely talk he would 
still want to shake your hand and try to talk about the 
“good old days.”  John, who held a doctorate in 
Engineering from Texas A & M will be greatly 
missed.  Our deepest sympathies go out to John’s 

wife, Glois Massey and daughter Lisa Massey 
Padgett.    
 

      
   Dr. John Massey at  a Historical Society   
Luncheon  - Year Undetermined. 

 On July 10th, Melanie Cook, wife of long time 
Pearlander Mark Cook was killed in an auto 
accident near Alvin.  Mark is the son of  Dorothy 
Long Cook who was Pearland City Secretary for 
many years and who wrote several early Pearland 
stories now on file at our Historical Society.  
 
On July 13th long time Pearlander, Margie McElya 
passed away at the age of 92.  Margie is survived by 
her sons, John McElya and wife, Susan, Bill 
McElya and wife, Judy, Robert McElya and wife 
Millie, brother Ted Hornback, sister Barbara 
Hornback Kosper. 
 
Long time Pearlander Virgil Elliott, father of 
Society Member Lonnie Elliott passed away 
August 13th. 
Our sympathies go out Lonnie and Suzanne and 
family.  
 
Edith Kliesing , wife of Jesse Dan Kliesing passed 
away Sept. 1st

.  “Edie” was a 1971 PHS graduate. 
She is survived by her  husband Jesse Dan and 
children Edith DeHoyos,  Jesse  Kliesing, Clifford    
Kliesing, and  9 grandchildren. The Kliesing family 
is one of the long time Pearland families. Our 
sympathies go out to all the Kliesings.  
 

                             
           Norma Rae McCormack Kelly 
 
1942 PHS graduate Norma Rae McCormack 
Kelly passed away Sept. 4th.  Norma Rae was a long 
time Friendswood resident.  She was preceded in 
death by parents Bill and Joyce McCormack,  
sisters Alta McCormack Carbone Jamison and 
Margie McCormack Johnston.  Normae Rae was a 
popular and pretty Pearland student.  Pictured below 
are Norma Rae and 1943 graduate Margie Burton 
standing in front of the old Pearland drugstore.  (a 
part of old Pearland which seems to be in all old 
time Pearlanders’ memories.) 

http://southpark.tributes.com/our_obituaries/Norma-Rae-Kelly-96364819
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Norma Rae (L) and Margie Burton at drugstore 
 
 
In July Society Member Herbert Jamison entered 
Windsong Nursing Home in Pearland.   
 
Historical Society Members Who Have Passed 
Away Since our Last Luncheon 
 
Alma Nolen; Clarence Oliver; Eunice “Suzy” 

Martin Jones; Millie Rutherford Hood; Helen 
Ferri; Dorothy “Dot” Miller Cortemeglia; Mary 
Helen Miller; Betty Lynn Stevens; Wanda Shannon 
Jamison;  John Massey 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   
      Another Early Pearland Memory 
      Remembering Champions 
 
One early Pearland memory John Massey loved to 
share was the story of Pearland’s championship 
elementary school softball team of 1941 – a team on 
which John was the pitcher.  The coach was Mr. 
Jack Dempsey, a 6th grade teacher who would later 
serve in WWII as a bomber pilot.  “Mr. Jack” as he 
was called at Pearland continued in the Air Force 
after the war as part of the Strategic Air Command 
until his retirement as a full colonel.  Mr. Jack 
passed away several years ago and was buried in 
South Park Cemetery with a full military funeral.   
 
As mentioned John was our pitcher.  Others on the 
team were Allan Watson (catcher); Owen Maynor 
(1st base); Shelton Smith (2nd base); Mickey Mark 
(3rd base); Virgil “Toad” Griffin (shortstop) 

outfielders were Eugene Garner, Wayne Garner 
and Jack Tharp. Roaming shortshop was a 7th 
grader named Gene Gregory who was only in 
Pearland schools a very short time.  As a pitcher 
John was exceptionally effective because he seldom 
if ever gave a batter a free base with a walk.  If they 
wanted on base, they had to hit the ball; and Gene 
Gregory was usually right in the right place to make 
a catch.   

 
Mr. Jack did teach us a great amount of fundamental 
baseball; and we did wind up winning the county 
meet.  Later at a ceremony in the old gym the team 
members were awarded a little bronze medal from 
Superintendent B. B. Ainsworth.  John and I often 
talked about each of us still having that medal.  
 
What was really unbelievable about that team and 
Mr. Jack was the fact that Mr. Jack packed all ten 
of us in his 1938 Oldsmobile club coupe (similar to 
the picture below) to go to games around the county. 
How in the world did we do it?  
 

 
 
John Massey never let an opportunity pass to make 
the statement “this is a guy who made me 

champion” when talking with one of his old 
teammates. When one reads John’s obituary, it was 
amazing what John did accomplish in his life in his 
work career.  John never forgot his ties to Pearland, 
his friends, old teammates nor his championship 
team.  “John, you were a champion” in all ways.”   
 
 

 
         Jack Dempsey – Air Force Cadet 1941 
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Memories of Pearland 
by Brenda Martin Riggs 

 
We were so-o-o very blessed to live in Pearland in the 
1940’s and 50’s and attend a Class “B” school. You 
knew everyone in town and waved as you passed on the 
street – one flashing light at SH 35 and FM 518. 
-Most events centered around our two schools:  Pearland 
Elementary and Pearland High School - approximately 
500 students with a 75 piece great marching band!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Pearland Elementary burned in 1944. Students attended 
at various locations. Peggy Farthing Long [PHS 1954] 
mentioned she attended in the PHS library [North Grand 
Boulevard]; Charldyne Martin Porter [PHS 1955]   
attended at  the “Old Style Inn”; and Sandra Martin 
Scott [PHS 1957] in a small house moved onto the 
property near North Park Avenue.  
Pearland Elementary was re-built in 1945; the 
construction cost was $93,760.19! 

 
 
 
 
 
There were five school buses during the 1950’s. The bus 

with the rack on top and a “Carry All” were used to 
transport band instruments.  Some of the drivers were 
Sam Jamison, Bud Griffin and Mrs. Jessie Bardwell 
Palmer.   
-Announcements were made over the PA system every 
morning.  Students recited the Pledge of Allegiance, 
prayed and scripture was printed in the Gusher 
newspaper! 
-Easter egg hunts, Valentine, Christmas and even 
birthday parties were permitted.  Ruby Richardson 
Kliesing was one of our room-mothers.  She would 
always be there with a smile on her face.  Students also 
enjoyed assembly programs, trips to the Houston Zoo 
and Battleship Texas.  A special treat was attending the 
Shrine Circus.  Berry Miller, Sr. graciously purchased 
tickets every year for all elementary students.  Many 
would have been unable to see the circus if it were not 
for his generosity. 
-Mrs. Harry Long was a ‘story teller.”  It was a treat and 

students were very attentive as she told stories in each 
elementary classroom. She was a friend of a favorite 
teacher:  Phyrne  “Miss Cousins”  O’Day! 

-8th grade graduation and Freshmen initiation were 
special occasions.  Carrying the books of upper 
classmen; pushing a penny with your nose [!]; 
and…[OMGoodness animal cruelty]……. 

we also attached a string to a safety pin as well as to the 
neck of a little lizards and pinned it to our blouse!!!  
-Charles Hornberg wrote the School Song, “Hail to 
Pearland High” and Al Isaacson wrote the words of the 
PHS “Oiler Fight Song” to the tune “Across the Field.”  

They were both great band directors! Band students 
looked forward to marching in the parades at Brazoria 
County Fair, Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo and 
Buccaneers Day in Corpus Christi. 
-The school “Coronation” was held annually in October 
in the Pearland Elementary auditorium. Everyone in 
Pearland waited with great anticipation for this gala in 
all its splendor…and the crowning of the King and 
Queen!!! Mrs. Blaunche Loftin, Science teacher, would 
oversee the lights, arrangements and the high school 
“court.” Mrs. Marjorie Wilson [Lawrence] would oversee 
the music and choreography for the elementary 
students participating in the “Coronation program.” 
Claudia Martin, my mom, sewed many costumes 
through the years.  Marjorie’s husband was Sam Wilson, 
the ‘shop’ teacher.  [My sister reminds me that she is 
still perturbed that the Boys were allowed to take 
“Home Economics”; the Girls were not permitted to take 
a ‘Shop class!”] …….  Discrimination  

 
     Pictured @ left: 

 J. D. Gray, 
     Superintendent, 
     in the  
    ‘dunking booth”  
    at the Carnival. 

     
           -The Halloween    
           Carnival was  
           a very special    
           event each year.      
           Cake walks,    
           dunking booth,  
            hay rides,   
            fishing booth,  
           fortune teller 

and food booths – with the “haunted house” in the 
room behind the stage of the “old gym” on North Grand 
Boulevard.  Robbie Lee Martin was the ‘fortune teller.” 
-Many PHS grads have special memories of the 
Coronation and the Carnival.    
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-It was safe to walk around town [without your parents] 
to trick-or-treat.  -Always enjoyed the treat at Grace 
Knapp’s. She prepared homemade donuts every year!    
-Many school activities and dances transpired in the 
“old gym” on North Grand Boulevard. The old gym was 
demolished in 1966 for additional classrooms. 
 

1948-PISD Faculty & spouses in the Old Gym 
 ***Need a little help identifying some individuals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1

st
 row:  Ms: Smith, Avenell, F. Little, Thompson, Ogg, Perkins, 

Bowlin, Etheredge;  2nd row: Mr. Thigpin, HS Principal; Ms: 
Letts; Ross, J. Little, Loftin, Woodie Hornberg, Ms. Thigpen, 
Gray ,Gibson, Mr. Ross; 3

rd
 row: Mr. LeFevre, Elem. Principal.  

Jewel Little; ,________, Mr. Loftin, Mr. Hornberg, ____,____, 
Coach Brooks and J. D. Gray, Supt. 
Note: Miss Smith and Mrs. Perkins were sisters. 
Pictured below:   Chris Beck [Meadows], Wauniece Carpenter 
[Wood] & Dixie Farthing [Kowis] in front of the Old Gym. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-The Fire Station was located in the middle of the 
esplanade on FM 518 and South Grand Boulevard.  
Many times the alarm would sound during school hours!  
Loved those fire drills!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Sports were very much a part of our school life - 
traveling to Danbury, Deer Park, Dickinson, Eagle Lake, 
East Bernard, Hempstead, Katy, Kinkaid, Missouri City, 
Needville, Orchard, St. Johns, Santa Fe, Sealy, 
Sugarland, Tidehaven and Van Vleck.  It seemed as if we 
traveled forever to get to some of these locations! Our 
school colors were ‘Maroon and White!!!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The “Quonset hut” gym on North Galveston – pictured 
above in 1956  -   [constructed in 1949]. 
-In the mid-50’s the Boys basketball team had the honor 
of advancing to Regional Playoffs a couple of years and 
were beat by “Big Sandy.’  We were always told UIL 
rules did not apply to the Reservation territory and 
students played basketball year-round.  So-o-o-o the PHS 
team had ‘Mohawk’ haircuts prior to the playoff game – 
Big Sandy was still victorious .   
-The Girls basketball team, coached by two great 
teachers, Florene Little, Home Economics, and Buck 
Brooks, boys coach, advanced to the 1956 STATE Girls 
Basketball Tournament in Austin!   
-Steven Prensner was our HS Principal.  Other great PHS 
teachers were Alice Etheredge, Coach Backhaus, Don 
Crouch, Don Curry, Coach Lawhon, Noma Joyce Lee and 
Freda Oliver – an awesome English teacher – who got 
our attention! Birdie O’Gallagher was our Librarian and 
Anna Scott our school nurse. 
-The snake dance was a big highlight [!] - everyone in 
single file weaving from one side of the street to the 
other from the corner of North Main and Orange Street 
turning left on FM 518 [Broadway] and left on North 
Galveston Avenue to the football field.  The bonfire and 
Homecoming [crowning of the Homecoming Queen!] 
were very special activities. 
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Students also looked forward to the Junior-Senior Banquet – 
eating at a ‘fancy” restaurant; selection of the Brazoria 

County Queen Candidate and Escort; and the Senior trip. 
-Other school organizations:  Student Council, Annual Staff 
[Gusher yearbook], Newspaper Staff [Gusher Newspaper], 
FHA [including the selection of the FHA Beau and 
Sweetheart], FTA, One-Act Plays and Pep Squad. 
          -Elaine Lane, a dear  
          friend, was secretary 
          to the Superintendent  
 
          -Arlene Bristow  was  
          “Director of Food  
           Services.”  
           Friday was yummy 
                         “pinto bean” day! 
          Mashed potatoes  
          with “meat gravy”      
                                               was served every   
                                               Wednesday.  Never  
                                               located any “meat”  

        with the gravy……. 
but it was the second favorite meal served!!! 
-Two little houses were moved to the back of the property 
when the elementary burned – one was the “school 
cafeteria.”  [I always referred to it as a “Humble Oil” type 

house?]  One house is in the first picture of this article 
behind Pearland Elementary. 
The “new  cafeteria” on FM 518 was constructed in 1950-51.  
A few cafeteria employees were:  
Nell Garner,  Erma Flanagan,  Mildred Jamison, Emma 
Wells, Annie Keonitzer, and Daisy Raney.  Custodial staff 
was Mr. Jones and Sally Villanueva.   
Ed Pugh, was the grounds employee.  
-One organization of Pearland schools was the Travel Club. 
Each summer a trip was taken on a PISD school bus.  
Alternately, the boys would take a ‘short’ trip and the girls 

would take a ‘long’ trip - the length of the trip for each group 
would reverse the following year. The summer of 1954 the 
‘boys’ traveled to Lake Texoma; the destination of the ‘girls” 

trip was Tennessee as well as touring eleven states!  Mrs. 
Brandt was the sponsor. Everyone took a sleeping bag and 
each evening travelers would stay in school gymnasiums 
throughout various states.  It was a real eye opener for 
students from the little town of Pearland, Texas!     
- Dress Code?  Many fellas came to school barefoot – wore 
ducktails and butch wax.  Girls wore their Dad’s white dress 

shirt with levis jeans, net petticoats, mouton coats, lots of 
pink and black; very little make up -  ‘curlers’ in their hair, 

especially on Friday prior to a football game. Ida Davidson 
Nichols owned a ‘Beauty Shop” –remember her ‘perm’ 

machine – on the order of a hair dryer- resembled something 
from outer space with lots of wires and gadget hanging 

down!  Joan Recker Baker’s beauty salon is on the corner of 
South Grand Boulevard and FM 518.  Willene Tindall has 
worked there for many years! 
Other businesses were:  The Cross Roads Inn, Pearland 
Lumber, Turner Lumber, Kliesing Motor, Williams 
Hardware, Bill Perrin Insurance Agency, Jamison Cannery, 
Monarch Garage for welding and Pat O’Day water well 
company. 
-“Mom’s Café” was located on SH 35 – Loved to eat there 
since Robbie Lee Martin was such a great cook! Lola Long 
worked  there also. The building was owned by Clyde 
Oblinger. Mrs. Elsie Haney was the proprietor and operated 
Mom’s Café until approximately 1967.  It was purchased by 

Maggie Kowis and remained open until approximately 1976 
when a truck ran through the back of the building.  Do not 
find this yummy home cookin’ in Pearland today! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Entire families attended the “town dances” at the American 
Rice Dryer.  The huge doors would be open, fans blowing - 
Vernon Halik was the ‘caller’ for the square dances.  

And…who could forget Banjo and Deckla Martin Halik on 
the dance floor!   Loved to watch that stomp!!! 
-P. E. Segelquist was Justice of the Peace and Q. C. Dawson, 
Brazoria County Sheriff’s Dept. in Angleton, patrolled the 

Pearland area. 
-Jim Mahanay was the local barber, located in the building 
owned by Edwin and Juanita Hornback.  However, many 
boys got their haircut at the kitchen table. Juanita Hornback 
had a ‘Variety Store’ on SH 35.  Edwin Hornback was an 

excellent woods craftsman.   
- Any student could participate in the “Summer Recreation 
Program” which met at Pearland Elementary twice a week. 
Once each week the destination would be Linder Lake 
swimming pool in the Lindale Addition in Houston. These 
were especially fun days.  
We would also swim in the only swimming pool in Pearland 
at the home of Lester and Kathleen Williams. However, 
many kids learned to swim in the “Main Canal” on FM 1128 

[Manvel Road]. The water in the canal would be very 
high…back when there was a lot of rice farming in this area! 
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- Albert “Smitty” & 
Luella Recker Smith  
purchased  
‘the drugstore” in  
the mid-1940’s……. 
which was very much  
a part of our lives.  
Nina Hill [worked  
there many years] and 
Luella, a pharmacist, 
are pictured in front of the drugstore. 
Armilda Nichols Hall [PHS 1956] worked at the soda 
fountain when we were in High School.  Cokes were five 
cents - penny candy and bubble gum! Luella allowed a 
‘running tab’ charge account and no I.D. was required to cash 

a check!   
-Remember Chester & Mary Roach - they operated the 
cleaners adjacent to the drugstore. 
-Remember when the Old Style Inn was the “Sock-Hop” and 

also a skating rink! 
-Remember the annual Turkey Shoot and the ‘beard 

contest.” A framed picture of the bearded contestants was on 

display for years at Richard “Ford’s Restaurant.” 
- Local grocers were Hufft’s Lucky Seven 
[FM 518 West – pictured below] 
Mabel and Jess Kliesing’s “Red and White” 

                    also known as: 
      “Pearland Food Mkt”  
       and 
      “Minimax”  
 
       J. R. Davis  
       Grocery 
 
       & Guy Stevens 
         
      – All located on  
       SH 35 – Main street 
        
       Groceries were  
       actually carried to  
       your car!!! 

 
- Jack Miller’s  “Crossroad Service Station”, 
C. R. Anderson’s  
Sinclair Station, 
E. E. Martin’s  
Gulf Station  
[pictured @ right] 
-All located on  
SH 35 – and……. 
R. L. Tinkle’s  

Service Station located on Telephone Road just past Almeda 
Genoa Road… 
gas was about 25¢ a gallon… and when there was a gasoline 

‘war’…maybe 19¢ a gallon. 
-The pool hall on FM 518 was taboo for females!  In 1956 
the song, “What’s behind the Green Door” was released.  
The door to the pool hall was painted green – which made it 
even more mysterious to the females! 
-A hang-up on green or carry-over of the 1948 movie “The 
Boy with Green Hair??”  Numerous students proceeded to 

add a ‘streak’ of green in their hair – my oldest sister 
included!  Believe I was in 8th grade and evidentially thought 
if she added green surely I should follow suit??  Needless to 
say, we were all sent to see Mr. Prensner…and had to wash 

the cake color out!!! 
WOW!!!  That was very daring and reckless!!! 
-To my knowledge all telephones were “party lines.”  Two 

operators I remember are Mrs. Jessie Palmer and Mrs. 
Marguerite Howard.  Our number was “11” and when 

speaking to the operator, you asked for “one one.”   My 

grandma’s [Fannie Manor Martin] number was “71” [seven 

one]. 
-W. B. Bretherton was the “Agent” at the Pearland “Santa 

Fe RR Depot.”  It was awesome to watch as he tapped out a 
telegram in Morse code!   Olive Bretherton helped  

many people through the years.  I 
remember she took food to the 
“hoboes” [as they were called] that 
rode in the boxcars.   
She was a wonderful seamstress. 

 
   Olive “Grandma” Bretherton 
   and  Brenda Martin 
 
                                   -Remember high school boys     
                                    talking about working for Vernon 
Halik and Bill McCormack (affectionately called “Uncle 

Bill”) during summer months? The fellas told stories about 
who could ‘cut the mustard’ and lift the most bales of hay and 

who passed out in the Texas heat!  There are very few hay 
fields in the Pearland area today. 
-Many fond memories of the “portable tent” skating rink that 
came to town annually each summer and was closed 
Wednesday nights and Sunday evenings until church was 
concluded.  Playing ‘tag’ was absolutely forbidden!!!!!!  
Lonny Garner would always tag me on the shoulder..… and 
the race was on!!!   
-There are many dear classmates, people and events I would 
like to mention….. which space will not permit……….so-o-o 
enough of this Riggs Rambling!  It was such a happy time. 
Trust you will enjoy these shared memories! 
FYI: May 2013:  - Pearland HS: 754 graduates; 
Dawson HS:  510 graduates! 
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     Another Memory of Earlier Days 
 
Liddie Bradley Henderson, daughter of Bill Bradley 
and Mildred Hood Bradley sent the following e-mail 
remembering her earlier days in Pearland.  
 
 Mickey,  
I received the newsletter today and got to thinking 
about my young life in "Old Pearland", and   I have 
always treasured that time in my life.  We lived "out 
west" of Pearland on Roy Rd. which was named for 
Roy Rutherford, my foster Grandfather.  We had to 
ride the bus to school and the bus driver was Bud 
Griffin.  We lived in a two room house (6 of us), but we 
had water that was run into the kitchen.  We did not 
have a TV, but would go to  the Rutherford's and watch 
wrestling and Texas Ruby and Curley Fox. Us kids 
were so proud when we got a bike that was for all of 
us.   
Daddy, Bill Bradley, was a rice farmer and we had a 
few head of cows and a couple of horses.  One day, I 
was watching the cows and they got into the rice field, 
so I got off the horse and went to chase them out and 
got bogged down and lost my shoe.  Well, I don't 
remember if I got the cows out, but I remember losing 
my shoe. 
In school, I was in the choir, and then in the 5th grade, 
I joined the band.  That was a big sacrifice for my 
parents, but I stayed in band until I graduated.  In the 
8th grade, we were in the high school band. 
In the 8th grade, I was privileged to get to stay with my 
Grandma, Erma Hood, and go to school as my family 
had moved to a dairy in Manvel and I wanted to 
graduate out of the 8th grade with my class.  This has 
always been a highlighted year in my life, as I was able 
to go to some of my friends’ homes, either to study or 
just visit.  Another thing was to go to the drugstore.  My 
Grandma lived between the two school campuses.  
Some of my friends were Joan Bennett, Gloria Cook,, 
Cheryl Hawkins, Rachal Scott, Jeannnie Matlock and 
Ida Long, and Judy Benes. In the 8th grad, I was a 
member of the Library Club and Clare Arnold and I 
went with the Librarian to Dallas for a meeting.  This 
was the farthest that I had ever been. 
I remember that each year we had a Coronation and 
crowned a king and queen, and had a Halloween 
carnival with hayrides and all the booths.  This was 
always fun. 
In elementary school, I remember Mr. Harris, the 
principal.  I was very shy and always afraid of being 
sent to the principal's office.  In the 2nd grade, I got 
caught talking and was put in the hall. I was so afraid, 

that Mr. Harris would walk by, but he didn't.  I never 
told my parents until I was grown.  I remember 
playground, the recesses and the  
the merry-go-round, the jungle jim and the very high 
slide. 
I remember the great field trips, the Shriners Circus, 
the zoo and Herman Park and as Rusty Williams was 
in our class, we would go to his home and go 
swimming.  If I am not mistaken, Mr. Berry Miller was 
responsible for the Pearland children going to a lot of 
events. 
I don't remember all my elementary school teachers 
except Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Ogg.  In Jr Hi, I 
remember Miss Thornton, Mr. Dedman and Mr. Curry 
(I believe we were his first class). 
Like I said before, I have always treasured the 8 years 
that I spent in and around "Old Pearland" and still 
consider myself a member of the class of 1962, and was 
so happy to see everyone last year.   
We moved to Plantersville and I graduated from 
Navasota High School 
 
Thanks for the memories, Brenda and Liddie 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* 
  
Don’t forget our regular quarterly meeting 

October 15th at 7:00 P.M. at the Historical 
Society site on Galveston Street.  As usual 
visitation, coffee, cold drinks and homemade 
cookies follow the meeting. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
*  
 
Be sure to get your tickets for the annual 
Pearland Historical Society Reunion Luncheon, 
Saturday, October 26th at the Pearland 
Community Center.  Tickets are $10 per person 
if purchased prior to the luncheon.  Tickets at 
the door will be $15 per person.  Fill out the 
attached reservation form and mail soon to make 
reservations for this fun day.  See you there. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad 
memory. 
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RETURN THIS FORM TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE AT THE PEARLAND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY “REUNION LUNCHEON” SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26

th, 
2013 AT THE PEARLAND COMMUNITY CENTER. TICKETS ARE $10.00 PER 
PERSON.  PLEASE NOTE:  TICKETS PURCHASED AT THE DOOR WILL BE $15 
PER PERSON. 
_______Yes, count me in for a good time at the annual Historical Society Reunion Luncheon.  
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_____________for luncheon tickets.  
NAME_____________________________________________________ 
SPOUSE OR GUEST’S NAME________________________________ 
Mail to:  Pearland Historical Society, P.O. Box 1333, Pearland, Texas 77588 
 
 
 
 

                               Membership Form - - Pearland Historical Society 
Date__________________ 
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $___________covering membership dues                         of $15 per 
person for the following persons for the year 2013.  Is this a gift membership?  
Yes________No_________ 
Name______________________________      Name_____________________________ 
Mailing Address_____________________               _____________________________ 
___________________________________                _____________________________ 
e-mail address_______________________               _____________________________ 
Note:  Dues paid in the last quarter of the year cover the following year.  
Mail to:  Pearland Historical Society, P.O. Bo 1333, Pearland, Texas 77588 
Please note:  If you are paying for gift memberships, please give the name and address of the person who 
is presenting the gift so that we can notify the recipient. 
Name_________________________________ 
Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


